"10 the Reverend 


Mr. WHITE FIELD, 


And the reſt of his Barren v, 


T HE ME THODISTS 
Of the Church of England: 


WHEREIN 


The RI TES and CEREMONIES of that Church 
— conſidered; and the Partiality of thoſe 
Gentlemen, with Regard to the Practice 

of them condemn d. 
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ExPOSTULATORY LETTER 


To the Reverend 


Mr. WHITE FIELD. 


REVEREND GENTLEMEN, 


"OUR zealous Conformity and ſtrict 
Attachment, in ſome Points, to the 
Dioctrines and Diſcipline of the Na- 

| tional Church of which You are Miniſters, 


gives occaſion to the preſent Addreſs; pre- 
ſuming that the Oppoſition you make to 
Modern Divinity and commonly-receiy'd 
Opinions, proceeds from a ſteady Integrity 
. and a conſcientious Regard to the ſolemn 
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Obligations you had laid yourſelves under, 
at your Ordinations. 
Tax the generality of the Clergy of 
our Day are fallen off from what were uſu- 
ally eſteem d Fundamental Doctrines of your 
Church, is beyond diſpute; and what they 
have been charged with of this nature, are 
Facts plainly proved againſt them. How they 


can acquit themſelves to Gop, their own 


Conſciences and the World, from ſuch fla- 
grant Inſtances of Prevarication, as to ſab. 
ſcribe to the belief of all the Doctrines of 
the Thirty-nine Articles, and at the ſame 
time ſwear to preach them according to their 
verbal and literal Meaning and Conſtruc- 
tion, and yet never once to do ſo wth re. 
ect to many of them, but the direct contra- 
ry ever afterwards, is to me, I cooks, very 
ſtrange! | 

Whether a mental Reſervation will pal- 
liate the Crime, and extenuate the Guilt 
of falſe fearing in the Clergy, it ſeems, 
is a matter of diſpute ; but I am firongly 
inclin'd to believe, that they would. account 
ſuch a way of 7rifling with an Oath, in the 
Laity, in civil Aﬀairs, to be downright 


1 


Tis 


T4 
'Tis, it muſt be own'd, a very conſiderable 


Hardſhip upon the Clergy, to be obliged to 


ſubſeribe and ſwear to the belief of ſuch 
Dottrines as they think to be falſe; but this 


however great numbers of them muſt do, 


or want Bread; all the amends therefore, 


that they can make, for this inſtance of 
Difjimulation, is, thro the whole Courſe of 
their Miniſtry ever afterwards, honeſtly to 
oppoſe thoſe Doctrines and ſhew them 


to be falſe, which, for the ſake of a com- 


fortable Maintenance, they fe wore to be _ 


Ne. 
Par a r to preach up falſe Doc⸗ 


trines for True Ones, for no other Reaſon 


but becauſe he was neceſſitated to fox wear he 
believed them to be true, in view of the 


Temporary Advantages he had in proſpect, 
when at the ſame time he «knew in his Con. 
ſcience they were not true, would be adding 
a continued Scene of voluntary Tranſgreſ- 
ſions to the heinous Guilt of one enormous : 
Crime, which the prevailing Lovc of worldly : 
Emoluments betray d him into: But twere 
uncharitable to ſuppoſe, that worldly Mo- 
tives were the only Inducements to ſuch a 
Conduct ; doubtleſs a Regard to the Intereſt 
of Religion and Virrue, "the Cauſe of Gop, 


and 


[6] 


and Good-will to the Souls of Men, might 
direct them thro this Jark Cate into a Sphere 
of publick Uſefulneſs. Some perhaps will 
; immediately, upon reading this Apology for 
the Clergy, object the Opinion of St. Paul 
againſt fuch as do Evil that Good may come 
of it: I won't pretend to obviate this Objec- 
tion, but leave them to anſwer it at another 
Tribunal; and ſhall only obſerve, that the 
Laity are under infinite Obligations to the 
Clergy, for the hazatd they run of loſing their 
own Souls to ſave theirs. If they truly re- 
tain d a grateful Senſe of ſo great a Favour, 
there would not be that [rreverence and Diſ- 
regard ſnewn to the Clergy, fo juſtly com- 
plain 1 
But thus much ſhall ſuffice by way of 
Preface. I ſhall now proceed to fay a few 
Words concerning human Articles and 
Creede, which, as they have been for many 
Ages deem d ſacred, I hope, Gentlemen, you | 
will think worthy of your attention, cer [ 
_ addreſs myſelf more Particularly to . your 
"ve. 
„ many of thoſe obſolete Dottrines 
that you are now reviving and frightning 
Mankind with, were the Dottrines of Lu- 
tber, Laune a and their cotemporary Re for. 
pe mers, 


£7 0 


mers, 5 be granted: and though it may 


be ſomewhat difficult to account how ſome 
of thoſe abſurd Doctrines, ſo derogatory to 


the drome Attributes, ſhould be introduced 
into the Proteſtant Church, as Doctrines of 
the Goſpel; yet Luther and Calvin, having 
both been Prieſts in the Church of Rome, 
could not be ignorant that the Doctrine 
of Original Sin in particular, was a very 

gainful one; and therefore, it may be pre- 
ſumed, thought proper to tranſplant it out of 
the Romiſh Church into their New Conſti- 


tution. For as the trumping up of this No- 


tion at firſt, brought a vaſt acceſſion of 
Wealth to the Clergy; ſo the leaving it out 
of their Fundamentals could not be thought 
adviſable. As ſoon as this Doctrine was 
' foiſted in, then twas immediately thought 
neceſſary, that Infants ſhould be Baptized ; B 
and the neceſſity of the Practice, which im- 
mediately after it was introduced, in a ſhort 
time, prevail d almoſt univerſally; it being 
built on that miſtaken Text, Fohn iii. 5. Un- 


leſs a Man be born of Water and the Spirit, 


he cannot enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. Thus this profitable Scheme took 
effect, and all Men brought their [nfants 
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g: But now there's none go off without a 
_ cate, unleſs it be the Offspring of a few 
 unhallow'd Seftaries. The Infidel Cant 
3 Chubb, is doubtleſs highly worthy of cen. 


when he ſays, That making Infant Chri- 
ſtians has been very prejudicial to the 


[8] 
to be baptized, in order to waſh away the 


Pollution of Original Sin, derived to them 


by Adam's Tranſgreſſion; for nothing leſs 


could allay the ſuperſtitious Fears of Men in 
behalf of their Children, having been told 
by the Prieſts, that their Infants, who were 
before Children of Wrath, were hereby 
made Children of God and Heirs of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. This Prieſtly Expe- 
dient could not fail of glad'ning the Hearts 
of both Clergy and Lai, and brought a 
vaſt deal of grits to the Mills of the former, 
which the latter as readily parted with, to 
fave the Souls of their Infants. from eternal 


Damnation. Before this Soul-ſaving Doc. 
trine was invented in the Chriſtian Church, 
above half the human Race went off the ſtage 
of Life, without paying tribute to the Cler. 


Prieſily Regenerating Paſſport and Certif: | 


Nforce, of that ſtaunch Heretick and Mem- 
of the Church of England, Mr. Thomas 


ſure, in the opinion of Orthodox Divincs, 


Goſpel 


4 9 1 
: Goſpel of Chriſt ; for as by this means, fs | 


he, Chriſtianity is became, in a manner, here- 
ditary, deſcending from Parents to their 
Children; ſo, for a Man once to be a Chri- 
ſtian, is to be always a Chriſtian, without 
his taking any farther thought or care about 
it. Little did he think ſurely, that Infant 
Baptiſm fixes an indelible Character; for 
tho he ſeems to be ignorant of it, yet you 
Gentlemen know very well that there is no 
falling from Grace; as an vidence Eof which, 
I need only refer to the decent, religious and 
orderly Behaviour of the Charity-Children 
within the Bille of Mortality, who, as ſome of 
you Gentlemen have juſtly obſerved in their be- 
half, arekept from learning the Vices and bad 
Examples of wicked People in the Streets. 
As the Doctrine of Original Sin, in the 
; Refarmers ſenſe of it, is quitc repugnant 
4297 | Reaſon and Seripture; for the Srrip- 
ture ſays, The Soul that ſinneth ſhall die, 
the Son ſhall not bear the Iniquity of the 
Father, neither ſpall the Father bear the 
Iniquity of the Son, Iſa. xviii. 20. So arc 
alſo ſome others, which I ſhall but little more 
than name, moſt unworthy of the Majeſty of ; 
Heaven, whoſe Goodneſs and tender Mercies = 
& are = f f 
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cies are over all his Works; viz. The Doctrine 


of Eternal Election and the conſequent 


Doctrine of Reprobation; The Doctrine of 


Divine Aſſiſtance afforded the Elect, and the 
conſequent irremediable and utterly aban- 


don d, unaſſiſted Condition of the reſt, much 
the greateſt part of Mankind, who are ſaid to 
be before ordain d and devoted to everlaſting 
Damnation, in order to diſplay the ſowe- 
reign Will and Pleaſure of God, who call'd 
them into Being on purpoſe for that end! 
The Doctrine of Juſtification by the im- 


: futed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, whereby the 
 Elett are conſidered and accounted holy and, 


unblameable, not becauſe of their own per- 


ſonal moral Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs, 
but becauſe they are hereby ſuppoſed to be 
coverd with that Rove of Righteouſneſs 
which Chriſt wrought out for them ; the 
reſt, the Non-Elect or Reprobate, being di- 
veſted of this Privilege, tho ever fo righteous, 
juſt and good, are conſign'd to everlaſting 
Deſtruction. Thus, the merciful Gop, the 


greateſt and beſt of Beings, is repreſented : as 
an arbitrary deſpotic Tyrant ! 


Nov, how it were poſſible for Men pro- 


feſling F * to fall on ſuch a 


- none TOUS. 


1 

monſtrous Hypotheſis is hard to be conceived. 
* Tis however certain, that this gave the 
learned Feſuzts a great advantage over them, 
and put a ſtop to the Reformation, which 
other wiſe, in all probability, muſt have 
prevail d univerſally, had it been put upon 
the true foot of Scripture and Reaſon *. 
Perhaps the Reaſons which your reverend Bro- 
ther Mr. Seagrave aſſigns for the Clergy's 
falling away from the Dodkrines of the Re- 
formation, might be pretty much the ſame, 
with reſpect to Luther, Calvin and the o- 
ther Reformers of their time, from Popery. 
_< It is obſervable, favs he, theſe o Principles 
< areſtill tobe found amongſt Diſſenters, in 
good meaſure z which, I fear, may be part 
< of the reaſon why the Clergy have dropt 
rhe uſe of them, in regard theſe Doctrines 
| were the Principles and Language of the 
I * Diſſenters, and others, who follow'd 
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S © the Standard of the Parliament againſt 

“King CHARLEsthe Firft ; though they were 

E not the particular Motives of the War, nor 

8 could contract any juſt Blame from the 

3 „ unhappy Iflue of that War; yet, at the 

8 Reſtoration of King CHARLEs the Second, I „„ 
Hy 1 Moral Philoſopher, p 104. 25 PEE . "= f 
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1 EW 
the Reſentinent which todk place againft 


the Perſons of the Diſſenters, and ran 
high, I apprehend, led the Church Clergy 


not only to be angry with the Men, but 


to forſake their Principles too, though 


right and innocent in themſelves, and 


afore time held in common amongſt all 
Proteſtants. 
nion, the beginning of Natural Religion 
and Moral Preacliing. ; Every thing beſides 
began to be branded with the odious Term 
of Enthuſiaſm, and Hypocriſy. 


This appears, in my Opi- 


Hence 
Mankind loſt ſight of former Principles; 


and a zew Plan of Preaching found ap- 
plauſe from that time to the preſent *. 


Thus, in like manner, the Heats and Ant 


moſitics that were furioufly agitated in the 


Debates and Controverſies between Luther 


and Caluin on one fide and the Popiſo 


Prieſts: on the other, begat in the former 


Hatred and Averſion both to the Perſons | 
and Principles of the latter: Inſomuch that 
in forming their new Schemes and Plans of | 
Doctrine, they rem reſolved to keep off 
at the utmoſt diſtance poſlible from thoſe of 


the c CLurch . Rome 3 and rather than fall in 


With { 


* Ceagraue's Letter to ) the People of England., E. 26, : 


13 1 


with the old Hypotheſis, s, inyented a new one 
of their own, in many things more abſurd 
than even Popery itſelf. - 


Whereas if they had kept t to a Medium, 


and not have ran to ſuchExtremes, they might 


certainly have fixed, not only on a truer and 


more ſcriptural, but alſo a mote rational 
Syſtem of Religion. 


The next ſtep that was taken, in order to 
give theſe new DoFrines a divine Sanction, 


| was to make the Scriptures bend to them, : 
and ſpeak their Senſe; then they came 
forth, ſeemingly clad with a fſarred Autho- 
' rity, and ſoon became eſtabliſhed in all 


Countries where the Reformation prevaild, 
and uſurp'd the stile and Character of Or- 


 thodoxy; whereupon, an implicit Faith in, 
and Subſcription to theſe infalible Doc 
trines, compoſed and drawn up by fallible 
Men became a = and Standard of 


Truth. 
This 1 take to be a true, che ſhort Account 


of the Doctrines of the Reformation, Which 
you Centlemen take ſo much pains to in- 
culcate. If you ſincerely believe them (as 1 
make no doubt you do, ſince you've not 


ly fuſed and K wore to them, but, 
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in che courſe of your Miniſtry, take all o- 


caſions to inforce them upon the Minds of 


your Auditors) you are, in my Opinion, to 
L be commended, in as much as they appcar 
to be the Truths of the Goſpel to your Un- 


derſtandings, tho poſſibly they have no 


Foundation in the Reaſon and Fitneſs of 
Things, or in the Word of God. 5 


However, tis moſt certain that every Man, 
after proper enquiry, ought to follow the 


Convictions of his own Mind: I have there. 
fore no difference with you on this ſcore, 
but from what follows, which was my prin- 
cipal Inducement of writing to you. Tis 
| reported of you, Gentlemen, that you are 
MM punQual j in your Obſervance of the cere- 
monial and ritual Parts of Worthip, ac- 
| cording to the Direction of the Rubrick, 
as you are with reſpect to the Doctrines of 
the Church; and as a Proof of this, I have 
been inform d that ſome of you (I ſuppoſe 
all of you that arc qualified) chriſten Children 
at the end of the ſecond Leſſon at Evening 
Prayer, where the Godfathers and God | 
mothers, with the People and Children, arc 
order'd to wait till the Miniſter comes to 
; them from the Desk,; which being ſolemniz d, 


. he 


arc 


ne 


t 152 


bleed is be DUR Wi 28 ib fing 
till the Service is finiſh'd; and this you do 


as the Church directs, contrary to the com- 


mon Practice. But whether you are ſo obſer- 


vant, with regard to the Celebration of Bap. 


tiſm in the Morning, as the Rubrick directs, 
I know not; and therefore ſhall ſay no more 


on that head, but proceed to conſider another 


thing of much greater moment ; i. e. your 
Mode and Manner of adminiſtring this Ordi- 
nance. And here, Im told, you fail in a 


fundamental Point: for whereas the Ru- 


brick ſays, the Miniſter ſhall dip the Child 


inthe Water diſcreetly and warily ; and no Ex- 


ception is made to this Rule, unleſs the Child 


is weak, and in conſequence ſuppoſed to be not 


able to endure it ; nevertheleſs, you ſprinkle 
all, whether they be healthy or ſickly. Thus 


you ſtrain at a Gnat and ſwatlow a Camel, 


and by a vain, inſignificant Tradition, render 


the Commandment of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


of none effect. For ſprinkling, you muft 


needs know, from the Import of the Word 


in the Original, is not, cannot be Baptiſm, 
but only dipping the Perſon | in Water in the 


name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt ; 


this, and only this, is 3 dipping 


being 


— 2 — — 


„ r r Us — ne - 
IN 2 Py ** * 1 * 


Wang, 
SN 


r + *$ 
3 . *. "ys * = ** 


rl 


— 


os 

. F 

1 ? b 

» $2.2 5 

o 1 I 
1 
- = 
3 
[ x 

* 


= : 


< m LG _ _ i_ 3 r R — o 2 
— ; A 4 2 : 3 — a 
* 4 — ” - — — — — — — . — — — — * 
—— 2 2 - — — — — 2 
— — - — 5 — 1 
— 
— 7 . gf N 1 - ws _ - — 2 3 - 2 
2 * — 3 — - - * ” A — - we eng « . .: W — 
wo Babs =_ 2 vans a * 2 - - —_ —— —_ _ - _ — _ 8 1 2 
is try tio ——— — ms * — I * — — he + won — —— 
— y — E 7 — 0 — —— — — * ” 4 4 — * _ — - - — — ” 2 . — a th 
q . . 0 « 
. j 
, f 
S = o 2 
- 


MUCH WATER Zhere. John iii. 2 3. 


7 : BY 
T% . 
2 8 
_ 7 
65 ; 
SY vt q 
il 
YL 5 Py 4 
181 "335 
if 
+4 4 
EY. 
"> 4 
»— 
173 oy 
£ EF .y 
t i 2 
i ST 4 
* 1 
) 1 
Ft 
[1 * 
1 
'F 5 j 
4 b 4 
F \& , if + , 
> Ft 7 
8 $2 % : 
63 1 
5 
0 7 
J Y * þ 
, 1 
« 00 
f > 
4 & : 
+ LY 
an | 
\ , 
4 
+ 
% 
” o 
: 


L163 


being eſſential in the nature of it. I might 


here offer ſome cogent Arguments to prove 


the Truth and Validity of what I have now f 
aſſerted, but I fear your Prejudice in favour 
of pre· conceiv d Opinions will leſſen the 


Weight and Influence of all my Reaſonings on 
this Subject; I therefore chooſe to quote 
ſome Authorities relating thereto, which, 


I belieye and hope your Candour and Inge- 
nuity will not ſuffer you either to deſpiſe or 


Ea ina 


The firſt I ſhall produce, ſhall be ſome Pab 
Ih out of the New Teſtament, as juſtly 


Mm the Preeminence before ay human 
Teſtimony. 


1. Then went out to Jobn, Aale 


” and all Fudea, and all the Region round 


about Fordan, and were baptized of him 
IN Jorpan, conft eſſe mg their Sins. Mat. 


ili. 5, 6. 


* * Then went out to him all the Land of 


Judea, and they of Feruſalem, and were 
fall baptized of him 1N THE RIVER OF Jon. 
pax, confeſſing their Sins. Mark i. 4, 5. 


3. And John alſo Was baptizing IN 
ENoN rear 70 Salim, becauſe there as | 


- 


17 3 
4. And it came to paſs, in thoſe Days, 
that Feſus came from Nazareth of Gali- 
| lee, and was baptized of Fohn Id JorDan ; 
and ſtraitway, COMING: UP OUT OF THE 
WarTER, he ſaw the Heavens opened, and 
the Spirit like a Dove, deſi ending — | 
him, &c. Mark i. 9,10. 
FJ. Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to 
 Fordan unto Fohn, to be baptized of him; 
but John forbad him, ſaying, I have need 
to be baptized of thee, and comeſt thou 
to me? And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto 
him, Suffer it to be ſo now, for thus it 
becometh us to fulfil all Righteouſneſs. 
Then he ſuffered him; and Feſus, when 
he was baptized, went UP STRAITWAY 
OUT OF THE WATER; and lo! the Hea- 
vens were opened. unto him, and he 
ſaw the Spirit of Gop deſcending like 4 
Dove, and lighting upon bim. Mat. ili. 
14, 15, 16. : 
To illuſtrate this, rake Dr. Hammond * 
Paraphraſe on Mat. iii. 16, and Mark i. 10. 
For JEsUs, as ſoon as he was baptized, 
« went out of the Water, before John, and as 
« ſoon as ever he came out of the Water (as 
* he came up from the River) he fell down 
Cc Nen 
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te on his knees in prayer to his Father; (Lu 
remarkable manner of appearance, parted 


. c 


and lighting upon him: and John Baptiſt 


ent on their way, they came unto a certain 
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* iii. 12) and whilſt he was praying, behold 


© the Heavens, either really, or after ſome 


A 


aſunder viſibly before Chriſt, and the Spi- 
4 rit of God deſcended upon him, as a Dove 
deſcends upon any thing, viſibly hovering 


fn 


K 


ſaw and diſcern d what was done.“ 
6. And as they (Philip and the Emnuch) 


Mater; and the Eunuch ſaid, See here is 
Water: what doth hinder me to be bap- 
tized? And he commanded the Chariot to 
fand ſtill; and they went po-] ⁵ Both | 
INTO THE Wart, both Philip and the 
Eunuch, and he baptized him; and when 
they WERE COME UP OUT OF THE WATER, | 
the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, 
that the Emunuch Jaw, him no more. Acts viii. 
3 
This ſhews. what Mode of baptizing was | 

þ "pratiſed, not only by John the Baptiſt, but 
alſo by the Apoſtles after they were filled with 
the Holy Gheſt and had received Power from 
on high: Nor will any other Mode ſuit with 


= 4 . 


| 19 1 
the Apoſtles cat and Aliuſions in the | 
following Paſſages of Scripture. 
5. What ſhall we ſay then? Shall* we 
continue in Sin” that Grace may abound ? 
God forbid : How ſball we, who are dead 
to Sin, live any longer thertin ? Know ye 
not that ſo many of us as were baptized into 
Tesvs CHRIST, Wer? BAPTIZED INTO HIS 
Darn! Therefore we are buried with him 
by Baptiſm into Death, that like as Chrift 
was raiſed up from the dead, by the Glory of 
the Father, even ſo we alſo frould walk in 

newneſs of Life. For if we have been 
LAN TED fogether in the LIKENESS OF His 
DEATH, we ſhall be alſo in the ages of of 
his Reſurrection. Rom. vi. 1-7. 
This Paſſage is very ſignificant and moſt « ex 
| preffive of the Mode of Baptizing by Immer- 
| fion: For what is calld, in one Verſe, by 
the Apoſtle, 2 being baptized mto his Death, 
is explain d by being planted together in the 
Likeneſs of his Death, and buried with 
him by Baptiſm into Death. The whole 
Text plainly ſhews that the Apoſtle intended 
hereby to intimate that the Death, Burial 
and Re ſurrection of Chriſt were fitly repre- 
5 lente U. this PRIMITIVE Mode of Baptiſm : 
c 3 Hence 


L. * I 
Hence 1 infer, that in the Apoſtles time, 
Sprinkling or Aſperſion was not uſed, where- 
in nothing of a Death, Burial or Reſur- 
rection is or can be repreſented ; but Im- 

C merſion only, which in a lively manner re- 
preſents his D into the Grave and * 
furrection out fit. 
8. st. Paul ſays, in alluſi ion to his POO 
Mode, that we are buried with Chriſti in * 5 
tiſin. Coloſ. ii. 112 
Very remarkable are alſo ſome Paſſages in 

the Church-Catechiſm, in favour of Adult 

- Baptiſm and the Mode I'm contending for; 
where the Queſtzon is. asked *, , How many 
Parts are there in a Sacrament? N 

Anſr. Two; the outward and viſible 
Sign, and the inward and ſpiritual Grace. 

Queſt. What is the outward and viſible 

- . Sign or Form in Baptiſm ?, Lot 

Anſ. Water, wherein the Perſon bapti 
e is dipped, ce. 

Queſt, What is 4 inward and in 
Cre N. | 

Anſiv. A Deck unto. Sin, and 4 new L 
Binh unto Ri ghteouſnels, 64. ; 


. ' b of a 
£ # . ; 
. 1 I . * 
14 . * Þ 8 " 
0 ; a 4 n 
5 * E = T . q 
? 5 7 : g 8 ; 
; 8 s — X 
l SF oY 4” 
p * | 
= 
. } 
| . 
* 4 
* 


* See the Sopplement to the Sermons at Salter Hell, p „ 


THI 
Queſt. What is required of Perſons to be 


baptized 25 


 Anſw. Repentance, whereby thay for- 


fake Sin; and Faith, whereby they ſtedfaſtly 
belieye the Promiſes of Gad, made to them 
in that Sacrament. 


But the Church-Governours, being con- 


ſcious to themſelves that Infants were utterly 
incapable of Faith and Repentance, they, by 
a very ſtrange and unaccountable Expedient, 
ſurmounted that Difficulty by ſubſtituting 
Sponſors or Sureties, who voluntarily un- 
dertake for and in behalf of the Infant, to 
Nepent and Believe, Renounce the Devil 
and all his Works, the Sins, Pomps and Va- 
nities of this World, &c. Which if they 
did (as I ſuppoſe is ſeldom the caſe) yet they 
cou d not, upon any Principles whatſoever, 
be of any manner of Uſe or Advantage to the 


Infant ; for the Voice of Reaſon, as well as 


the Sacred Scriptures, concur in this, that 


Religion and Virtue are, and always muſt 


be, perſonal T hings. 
| The learned and ingenious Pr. Wall in 
his elaborate Hiſtory of Infant Baptiſin. 
ſpeaking of the moſt ancient Rites in Bap- 
tim, eee, * to have been 
ordi- 
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K 
ordinarily uſed. Their general and ordi- 
* nary Way, was to baptize by Immerſion, 


or dipping the Perſon, whether it were an 


© Infant or grown Man or Woman, into the 


Water. This, he adds, is ſoplain and clear, 


< by an infinite number of Paſſages, that, as 
one cannot but pity the weak Endeavours 


of ſuch Pædobaptiſts as would maintain 
the negative of it; ſo alſo we ought to diſ- 


on and ſhew a diſlike of the profane 


Scoffs which ſome People give to the Eng- 


Lib Antipedobaptiſts, meerly for their u- 
* ſing of dipping. Tis one thing, to main- 
4 tain that that Circumſtance is not abſolute- 
«yy neceſſary to the Eſſence of Baptiſm; 


and another, to go about tõ repreſent it as 


e ridiculous and fooliſh, or as ſhameful and 
_ © indecent ; when it was, in all probability, 


« the way by which our Bleſſed Saviour, 


and for certain was the moſt uſual and or- 
« dinary way, by which the ancient Chri- 
* ſtians did receive their Bapriſnd . 


And again, in another place, where hc 


. fays; What has been ſaid of the Cuſtom 
of pouring or ſprinkling. of Water, in the 
ordinaryuſe of 8 isto be underſtood | 


SODA VS STA OE only 
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“ only in reference to theſe Weſtetn Parts 
« of Europe; for it is uſed ordinarily no 
* where elſe. The Greek Church, in all 
ce the Branches of it, does ſtill uſe Immer- 
ſion ; and they hardly count a Child, ex- 
I, e cept in caſe of Sickneſs, well baptized with- 
out it. And fo do all other Chriſtians in 
the World, except the Latins. That 
« which I hinted before, is a Rule that does 
« not fail in any Particular that I know of, 
« vis. All the Nations of Chriſtians, that 
do now, or formerly did, ſubmit to the 
« Authority of the Biſhop of Rome, do or- 
© dinarily baptize their Infants by Pouring 
e or Sprinkling. And tho' the Eugliſb re- 
WO ceived not this Cuſtom till after the decay 
of Popery, yet they have ſince received it 
from ſuch neighbour Nations as had be- 
gun it in the times of the Pope's Power: 
But all other Chriſtians in the World, who 
never owned the Pope's uſurped Power, do 
« and ever did dip their Infants in 5 ee. ; 
FV 
Sir John Floyer, i in his Elly to reſtore 
dipping, page 44. Bede fays, that St. 
« Au e ten thouſand i in the River 


Kuale 
* The Quan Edition, Part 2. Chap. ix. Fe 677- 
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« Sale on Chriſtmas Day, the coldeſt time 
< in our Climate; this was about ſix hun- 
dred Years after Our Saviour; and the An- 
cients eſteem thoſe who were baptized by 
Affuſion of Water, tho upon occaſion of 
Sickneſs, to be irregularly baptized, and 
they would never admit them into Holy Or- 
ce ders.” And according to Sir John Floyer, 
« King Edward the Sixth and Queen Eli- 

* zabeth were both baptized by dipping.” 
Luther has in ſeveral places fully de- 
clared his Opinion in this Matter. Bap- 
tiſm, ſaith he, is a Greek Word; it may be 
term'd a Dipping when we dip ſomething | 
in Water that it may be wholly cover d with 
Water. And altho' that Cuſtom be now al- 
together aboliſhed among the moſt part, for 
neither do they dip the whole Children, but 
only ſprinkle them with a little Water, hey 
ought altogether nevertheleſs to be dipt, and 
- preſently to be drawn out again; for the 
- Etymology of the Word ſeems to require 
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| that. ———In another place, he ſays, Waſh- 
ing from Sin, is attributed to Baptiſm ; it 
is truly indeed attributed, but the Significa - 
tion is ſofter and flower than that it can ex- 
| perl Baptiſm, which! is rather a Sign both of 
_ Death 
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Death and Neſurrection. Being moved by 
this Reaſon, I would have thoſe that are to 
be baptized; % be altogether dipt in the 
Mater, as the Word doth found, and the 
NY doth ſignify *. 8 


The Teſtimonies I have already 900 are, 


one would think, more than ſufficient to 
prove the Point I am contending for; were 


it needful, I could produce an almoſt infinite 


number from Pædobptiſt Authors only, 
without having recourſe to any other Reaſons 
or Arguments from the Baptiſts themſelves, 


many of which are abſolutely unanſwera- 
ble. 


I ſhall take the liberty es: to quote 


2 Paſſage from an Author who is a Friend to 
neither ſide of the Queſtion ; Who may there- 
fore be ſuppoſed to be impartial. * I ſay 
* (fays he) that there is no ſuch thing, now 
remaining as Baptiſm, except among the 


cc 


Baptiſts, who, upon this account, arc 
rightly fdiſtinguiſhed by that name; ; ſince 
our other Churches, at preſent, do not 


« 


2 Be e Preface to G $ Uiſory of of he alis kaptiſts. 


baptize at all. To recount here the De- 

fences of our modern Clergy, and what 

I they have ſaid for this new Inſtitution 
Yo 2 1 * of 


26 J 1 

of their own; and their Method of dipping 
by ſprinkling only, might ſerve to enter. 
tain you; but their Reaſons and Argu- 
« ments are ſo very weak, idle and ridicu- 
« onus, that the bare mentioning them muſt 
c expoſe and turn them into a jeſt. - How 
ſprinkling or pouring Water upon the 
Face can fignify or repreſent the Death, 
e Burial and Reſurreftion of the Perſon, 
« is a little hard to conccive. I muſt own, 
that ſprinkling or pouring may very aptly 
_ < ſignify and repreſent rhe ſprinkling the 
« Conſcience with the Blood of Chriſt, or 

«© the Effuſion of the Spirit upon the Soul ; 
but then, it unluckily happens here, that this 
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Vas not intended to be ſignify d or repreſent- 
| ed by Baptiſm, in the Scripture- Account of 


<« it”. This brings to my mind a pretty Sal- 

vo, invented by a late Baptiſt Miniſter, who, 
thro Pique and Reſentment, too precipitately 
conform d to the Church; and thereby, 1 | 
fear, offered violence to his Conſcience; and | 

: wounded the Peace of his own Mind. 
Dis Gentleman, well-knowing there can 

1 Be no poſſible Analogy berween " Sprinkling 
and a Death, Burial and Reſurrettion, : 
thinks 
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* Moral Philoſopher, p. 109, 
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thinks that if Baptiſm is conſider d as a ien, 
the layiug down the Child in the Miniſter's 


Arms, and then pouring Water on it, in 


that Poſture, will ſufficiently ſhadow forth a 
Death, Burial and Reſurrection: A ſillier 


and more prepoſterous Conceit, Superſtition 
itſelf could never inſpire! No one ſurcly 
could imagine it poſſible, that this Man ſhould 
arrive to ſuch a pitch of Degeneracy as this, 


who had ever heard him aſſert in publick, at 


the Celebration of the Ordinance of Baptiſm, 


that the Advocates for Infant-Baptiſm were 
ſo inconſiſtent with one another, both with 
reſpect to their Mode and Subject of Baptiſm, 
that all the Arguments uſed by ſome were 
thought z2n/#fficrent and given up by others; 
and none ſo concluſive as to unite any two 


in one Opinion, or Words to the like effect. 


And now to return. Tis reported, Cen- 


tlemen, that one of your number, v. Mr, 
Stonehouſe, has lately chriſtened or baptiz d 
ſome young People at his Pariſh of Iington, 


by the uſual and allowed Method in the caſe 
of weak Infants, to wit, by ſprinkling : If this 
be true, Iam, I confeſs, at a loſs how to ac- 
count for his Conduct in that Affair. Is this 
Method of acting conſiſtent to that Regard 
nw EE. 
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which you Gentlemen are ſaid to expreſs and 


ſhew on all Occaſions to the Articles, Li- 


turgy and Rubrick of your Church? Is it 


not the Intention, nay is it not the ex- 
preſs Order in the Rubrick, that all that 


come or are brought to be baptized ſhall be 


dipt 1 in the Water, except only, in the caſe of 
weak Infants? You muſt pardon my 'free- 


dom if I expoſtulate a little with you. How | 


can you anſwer it to God and the adorable 


Author of our holy Religion, whoſe Am- 
baſſadors you would be thought to be, for thus 
proſtituting the holy Ordinance of Baptiſm, 


and ſubſtituting in its room an inſignificant 
unavailing thing, neither worthy of God, nor 
beneficial to Men? Is this the regard you | 


ſhow to the Authority of the Church, wholc 


Sons you arc? or are you afraid of Reproach 
and of being ſtigmatized for being faithful to 


God in the diſcharge of the Duties of your 
Function? How can you anſwer it to your Pro- 
ſelytes, whom in this matter you have im- 
poſed upon and deceived? For J appeal to 
them and you; is not the Order very punc- 
tual and expreſs that you ſhall dip in the Wa- 
ter thoſe whom you baptize, if they are | 
= irony enough to bear it ? as all gencrally arc, 


except 


E 29 J 
except weak Infants, who were never inten- 
ded by our Lord to be baptized Tis, I own, 
ſaid, that the Miniſter ſhall dip or ſprinkle 
in the caſe of Adult Baptiſin, as well as in 
that of Infant Baptiſm; but then the re- 
friction muſt be neceſſarily the ſame in both; 
that as no Infants are to be ſprinkled but ſuch 
only as are ſuppoſed incapable of bearing to 
be dipped thro' Weakneſs or IIlneſs, ſo no 
Adult Perſon is allowed to be ſprinkled, 
except he be alſo thought to be incapable of 
| bearing to be dipped on account of Weakneſs 
or Illneſs: otherwiſe I think the Order can't 
be underſtood in Any manner agrecable to 
common Senſe. N 
You arc generally eſteenrd, by the ſober 

and thinking part of Mankind, to be ſincere 
and in carneſt in your Endcayours to pro- 
mote ſerious Religion and Godlineſs in the 
World; however you may differ from the 
Religion of the Day, in Points of ſpecula- 

Live Relief If this be your Motive, as I am 
inclined to believe and hope it is, I wiſh 1 you 
all ima: ginable Succeſs, notwithſianding our 
different Sentiments! in ſome things. Chriſti 
anity is a Religion honourablc to and highly 
| Worthy of Gop, and the moſt ſalutary and 


beneficial 


[30] 


beneficial to good Men throughout every 
poſſible Period of their Exiſtence, of any o- 
ther Religion that ever appear d in the 
World. How inexpreſſibly great therefore 
is the preſent Honour, and ſhall be the future 
Reward of ſuch of the Miniſters of this C/ 
pel of glad Tidings, who from the unfeigned | 
Devotion of their Hearts, endeayour. to 
ſpread its ine Influence in the World, 
and to reſcue it, both in Doctrine and Diſei- 
pline, from all Corruptions and Innovations? 
I take it for granted, Gentlemen, that 
your Views arc abſtracted from all ſordi4 
and _ /iniſter Conſiderations ; otherwiſe 1 
| ſhould never have addreſſed my ſelf to you 
in this manner; and that your ſingular and 
uncommon Attachment to the Duties of 
your Function, proceeds from an ardent 
Piety to God and Good-will to the Souls. 
of Men, How well therefore, docs it be- 
come Men embark d in fo glorious a Cauſe, | 
to uſe the greateſt pains and aſſiduity to en- 
decavour to reſtore that long neglected and | 
| highly abuſed Ordinance of Baptiſm to its 
primitive Purity, at leaſt as to the Mode 
of it, if not with reſpe& to the Subject. I 
chink you”. cant, after what has been ſaid, 
| but 
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but ſee that tis how incumbent Duty, 
and you have not only the expreſs Word 
of God, but alſo the Authoriry of your 
Church to inforce the Practice of it. Not 

to attempt this, will manifeſtly ſhew that 

you have a greater regard to the Tradi- 
tions of Men than to the Commandments of 
God. 

The Work ined is difficult in this reſpect, 
as it will expoſe you, perhaps, to the Deri- 
ſion, Scorn and Contempt of the Profanc 
and Irreligious; but I hope you are anima- 
ted in all purſuits of a religious kind, by a 
more, glorious and heavenly Ambition than 
to be moved or intimidated by the Laugh- 

ter of Fools. 
There have been, as 1 . you are 
ſenſible, great Conceſſions made by very 
Eminent vis of your Church, in favour 
of Believers Baptiſm and the Mode of Im- 
merſion ; but what Reformation did ſuch 
Conviction of Judgmenr produce in them? 
Why truly none at all; for they, like 
Baalam, loving the Wages of Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, had not the Courage and Reſolution 
openly to aſſert their avowed Principles; 
but e the e Applauſe « of Men rather 
than 
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than the Favour of God, retfacted or ta: 
ther prevaricated. Give me leave to pro- 
duce an Inſtance to this purpoſe, of one 
whoſe great Learning and diligent Scarch 
into Antiquity, are well known; I mean 
the Reverend Dr. Barlow afterwards Biſhop 
of Lincoln: This famous Gentleman, be- 


fore his great Preferments in the Church 
had either biaſsd his Opinion or tempted 


him to conccal it, frankly acknowledged, 
that both Scripture and Antiquity were 


on the ſide of the Baptiſts. © I believe and 


© know, ſays he in a Letter to Mr. Tombs, 
< that there is neither Prerept nor Ex- 
ö ample.in Scripture for Pædobaptiſim, nor 
« any juſt Evidence for it, for about two 
< hundred Years after CHriſt. Sure I am, 
< that in the primitive times they were CA. 
ce techument, then Illuminati or Bapti- 
Salti: The truth is, I do believe Ps 


« baptiſm, how or by, whom I know not, 


c came into the World in the ſecond Cen- 

+ &« tury ; and in the third and fourth began 
to be practiſed, tho not generally, and 
e defended as lawful, from the Text groflly 
0 ifanderſiood, John ili. 5. Upon the 
like groſs Miſtake of John vi. 53. they 


cc did, 
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* did, for many Centuries, both in the Greek 
e and Latin Church, communicate Infants, 


« and giye them the Lord's Supper: And 


EI confeſs, ſays he, they * do both as 


« yell as either *,” 
When this Letter was publiſhed, and i im- 


prov'd by the Bapriſts, the Advocates for 


Infant-Baptiſm would not let the Biſhop | 
reſt till he had either denied the Letter, or 
writ a Recantation. At length Mr. Wills 
extorted a Letter from him, and leave to 


publiſh it: In this the Biſhop acknowledges 
his writing as above; but is ſo far from 
proving he was miſtaken, or had miſrepre- 
ſented the Hiſtory of thoſe times, that he 
does not affirm any ſuch thing; only tries 


to excuſe himſelf, by ſaying that he writ 


it twenty Years ago, when he talked more 


and underſtood leſs; and whateycr Ob- 


jections he had againſt Infant-Baptiſm, he 


never diſturbed he Peace of the Church, Sh 
nor declined the Practice Po. 


Had all Men thus head from the Pro- 2 


fefſion of Truth, and baſely ſtifled the Con. 


victions of their own Minds, there never 
8-5, 1 


* Danvers Cent. iv. 1 63. 
4 See Preface to the Hiſtory of the E "eh 2 Boprift, Vol. . 
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would have happen'd any Reformation of 
Religion in the Chriſtian World: But 
God be praiſed; it has. not been always 
thus; God has, in the courſe of his Provi— 
dence, raiſed up, almoſt in every Age, ſome 
glorious Confeſſors and Reformers, of in- 
vincible Virtue and Conſtancy in their in- 
flexible adherence to the Cauſe of God, 
and the Intereſt of Religion, even in the 
worſt, moſt corrupt and degenerate times; 
and ſome with a Fortitude ſuperiour to all 
worldly Terrors, have died in the Defence 
of what 185 e! to be the Truth. 


Aud now to conclude, if thi Hints and 
Intimations I have given you, Gentlemen, 
are of any weight with you, ſo as in any 
meaſure ro determine your future Con- 
duct, and the Thoughts here ſuggeſted, af. 
ter ſerious and mature Deliberation, found 
ſufficient to engage your attention, ſeriouſly 
and in the Fear of God to examine the 
Abuſes here complained of, more carefully 
than you ſeem hitherto to have done; de. 
leech you, as you tender the awful Account 
vou muſt all, one Day, give to your great 
Lord and Meſter, to a aſide all criminal Pre. 

TY judices, 


E , $5 
judices, and ſuffer the Mord of Exhortation, 


tho in a plain Dreis. Let your Regard to 


the ſacred Word of God, as well as ro the 


Authority of your Church, be cxhibited in 


a conſpicuous and conſiſtent Light; and let 


not the Fear of Men deter you from prac- 


tiſing that Diſcipline, as well as preaching 


that Doctrine, which you believe in your 
Conſciences to be the Will and Mind of 


God. 
I would, I'm ſenſible, be vain in me, to 
ſuppoſe that what I have ſaid or am capable 
of ſaying, ſhould have ſuch an Influence as 
to induce any Perſon 'to give the Reaſons, 


offer d in favour of the Reformation I am 
contending for, an equitable hearing, who 


is determin'd in his Principles and Practice 


of Religion, by the temporary Gains of 
Godlineſs. But I would hope better things 


of you, Gentlemen, and things that accom- 


pany Salvation. Some of you have un- 
dergone conſiderable Fatigues and Incon- 
veniences, in your Attempts ro revive the 
Spirit and Power of Religion in the World 
_ eſpecially the Reverend Mr. Whitefield, who, 
lam inform'd, intends to ſet out again in 
a ſhort time for Georgia, in order to preach 
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the Goſpel there: 1 would therefore beg 
leave to addreſs him in particular. 

If, Sir, you deſign to reſide in America 
for a Seaſon; and are determin'd to under- 
take the arduous Work of propagating Chrifti 
anitj amongſt the neighbouring Indian Na- 
tions ; twill then be, I am perſuaded, of 
importance for you to adhere ſtrictly to the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, both as to Doctrine and 
Diſcipline ; and particularly with regard to 
the Initiating Ordinance of Baptiſm, twou'd 
be your Wiſdom to adminiſter it to your 
Heathen Converts according to the Primi- 
tive Apoſtolick manner; 7. e. to Believers | 
only by Immerfion. To convince you of 
this, give me leave to acquaint you with one 
thing which perhaps you are ignorant of, 
vig. That when ſome Indians of the 
9 Nantucket Nation, &c. bordering on 
« New England, had embraced Christi 

anity, and got the New Teſtament tranſ- 
© lared into their Language; they were fur— 
priz'd that they found no DireQions there 
© to Baptize Children, nor any Inſtance of 
* ſuch a Practice: therefore enquiring of 
the Engliſh the ground of Infant-Baptiſm, 
and finding neither Precept nor Example 


2 3 "FI 


CC 


ce 
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ic in the Word of God for it, they rejected it 
“ as an human Invention 

J am inclined to think, that as the primi- 
tive Practice of Baptizing by dipping, en- 
joined at the Reformation, is now become 
intirely neglected, and ſprinkling ſubſtituted 

in the room of it; you have at preſent no 
Conveniencies of Baptizing by Immerſion in 
your Churches. The Fonts which were o- 

riginally invented and purpoſely ſet up in 
Churches for baptizing of Infants, are not (as 

I imagine) capacious enough for that purpoſe: 
They therefore may be only look'd upon now, 
as ſtanding Monuments and Memorials of 

the Clergys falling away from the Diſti- 
pline of their Venerable Mother Church. 
Be that as it will, I have no Expedient to pro- 
poſe in the behalf of Baptizing of Infants, 


n they being, as I am fully aſſured, never in- 
„ tended by Chriſt and his Apoſtles to be bap- 
u- tized; but ſuch only as repent and believe in 

Te our Lord Feſtus Chriſt, and take on them the 

IC ſolemn and voluntary Profeſſion of devoting 

of themſelves to the Worſhip of God through 
of him, with full purpoſe of Heart. With re- 
m | ſpect 1 to any ſuch Converts of yours, 7 have 

ple __ this 


* See Hittory of hs Englih Baptifts, P. 1 18. 1 
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1 
this to offer; That as you have no Conveniency 
to ſolemnize and adminiſter this Ordinance 


with Decency among yourſelves, I may 
venture to promiſe you, in behalf of ſeveral 
Baptiſt Miniſters, that they will do the Work 
for you to any Perſon you ſhall recommend 
of ſober and religious Lite and Converſation. 


But give me leave to offer one Word of Ad- 


vice more before I conclude : That in order 
to your being more properly qualified to cele- 
brate this ſacred Ordinance yourſelves, ac- 


cording to its firſt Inſtitution, you ought 
humbly to ſubmit to it in your own Perſons, 
in imitation of our Bleſſed Saviour s Exam- 


8 ple, and in obedicnce to his Advice, that thus 
it becomes us to fulfil all Righteouſneſs. 


Many Perſons, who have afterwards joined 


in Communion with your Church (whercin 


they had been brought up) being diſſatisficd 


with their Infant -Baptiſm, have not diſdaind 


to be baptized by our Miniſters. I hope 
therefore, you'll not contemn a friendly 
Offer, but conſſ der that as your not comply— 
ing with my advice would be of no perſonal | 


* Diſlervice to me, to your embracing of it 
would be of ſingular Service and Advantagc 
to yourſely es; inaſmuch as it would demon. 


fir ate 
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ſtrate your Live of Tr uth and your Readineſs 


to act agreeably to the Conviction of your 
own Minds in all things however unpopular. 


And now, Gentlemen, having diſpatch'd all I 
had to ſay to you of any importance, Irecom- 


mend what I have ſaid to your moſt ſerious 


Conſideration; z and remain, 


1 
/ 


GENTLEMEN, 
Tour Sincere JWell-IWiſher 
and moſt Humble Servan . 


E. B. 
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